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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-24 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-7 and 17-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 17-19 are directed to a judicial exception to 35 U.S.C. 101 (i.e., an 
abstract idea, natural phenomenon, or law of nature) and are not directed to a practical 
application of such judicial exception (e.g., because the claims do not require any 
physical transformation and the invention as claimed does not produce a useful, 
concrete, and tangible result). The claim recites instructions on a processing platform, 
which does not result in a physical transformation or tangible result of the processing 
steps claimed. 

Further, Claim 17 provides evidence that claims 1-7 and 20-24 are disembodied 
processes, since claim 17 provides a process (i.e., an article comprising a computer 
readable storage medium having stored thereon instructions executed by a processing 
platform). Reference U.S.C. 101 Interim Guidelines pages 20-22. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



3. 



Claims 8-16 are allowed. 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jaime M. Holliday whose telephone number is (571) 
272-8618. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30am 
to 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on (571) 272-4090. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.goy. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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